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What is ISTEP+?

The Indiana Statewide Testing for Educational Progress-Plus, better known as the ISTEP+, measures understanding of the material taught in
the previous grade based on Indiana’s academic standards. Third- through eighth-graders and 10th-graders took the test in September. It
covered English and math, plus science in grades 5 and 7. Under the federal No Child Left Behind Act and Public Law 221, a state
accountability law, schools face penalties if their students don’t do well on the test.
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. Beginning with the 2002-03 school
Fort Wayne Community

year, the No Child Left Behind Act

“That composition (of
more diverse schools) is
making an impact on our
district, and we are respon-
ding to that,” MacLean
said.

While Prince Chapman
has added workers and in-
stituted new curriculum
materials to aid the ESL
(English as a Second Lan-
guage) students, new ar-
rivals and those who still
do not speak English are
still required to take the IS-
TEP+ test every year. One
Burmese advocate called it
difficult, if not impossible,
for these students to pass.

“It borders on child
abuse,” said Joe Nichols,

Schools saw drops in the
number of students pass-
ing all three sections of the
test across the district, and
the district has some of the
same challenges.

“The state is becoming
more diverse. Our district
is becoming more diverse,”
Superintendent Wendy
Robinson said during a
news conference Thursday
morning announcing the
results. “You adjust in-
struction every day. You
don’t wait for ISTEP to
come out in December.”

Southwest Allen County
Schools, which released its
scores Tuesday, is finding
the same to be true after

fewer students passed the
test this year districtwide.
Northwest Allen County
Schools is resting secure,
though, in knowing what it
has done in the past is
working.

While the district saw
drops in a few grades, most
either increased this year
or stayed the same across
the district. Assistant Su-
perintendent Gloria Sha-
manoff said the schools are

By Ellie Bogue of The News-Sentinel
Prince Chapman Academy had extremely low scores in ISTEP+ testing. New arrivals and stu-
dents who do not speak English are still required to take the ISTEP+ test.

just doing what works.

“We did some reconfigu-
rations last year, (but most-
ly) we have remained con-
sistent in what we’re doing
with our curriculum,” she
said.

required schools to show annual
improvements in the academic
achievement of the overall student
population and of identified student
groups based on economic
background, race and ethnicity,
limited English proficiency, and
special education. Schools must
make Adequate Yearly Progress in
all student groups in order to meet
NCLB’s goal of having all students
proficient in English/language arts
and mathematics by 2014.

AYP designations for Indiana
schools are determined by schools’
performance on the ISTEP+.
Elementary and middle school
attendance rates, as well as high
school graduation rates, are
measured also.



