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4,000 Flee; Dike Weakens

Lakeside hit;
Pemberton
endangered

More
make sad
decisions
to leave

By CHARLENE MIRES
and PETE FULLAM
{H The News-S=niinel

In the flood-threatened pockets of
land where the St Joseph and S,
:'l.-1u;r.'.-'x. rvers maet B [l:-rr.n. 1:I|.|,-: Mau
mee, thousands of people were mak
ing sad decisions this moerning about
what to save and what to leave be-
hind

More then 4,000 people were
asked to leave their homes as the 54,
Joseph and Mauomes began seeping
through dikes imto the Lakeside,
[l.awion Park, Pemberton and
mortheide neighborhoods, They
moved furmiture upatairs, packed
fowiel and loaded cars, in anticipation
ol utility service cuts at oo,

| plways fell safe over here,” gaid
Mold red Mt ||-. a Lakeside residemnt
within & hlock of the 5t Joseph
Hiver. "l always Felt sorry for Lhe
el o e other side.”

Many people felt thet way as they
moved out of the near-northeast
neEg hsorhood bounded hj.l the St
Joseph and the Maumee. In every
recent flood, the rivers have dumped
their averflow south and west, leav-
ing Lake and its sidestrests dry.

“The other side is lower — [ al-
ways thought it would go that way,”
gaid Dave MeHKay, 1028 Elmwood,
who was loading buginess suits and
his television set into a car.

Glen and Joyce Cooley have
owned their home at 935 Rivermet
Ave, for nine years. This morning,
they loaded their possessions into &
camper-topped pickup truck. They
do not have NMood insurance.

“It's a0 expensive,” Glen Cooley
said. “You figure once in a lifetime,
this might happen.”

The Cooleys heard about the
ewncuation lale TLI:HdE_ﬁr I:'l:iiht From
their neighbor's grandson, who is a
firefighter. "1 was alraid it might fall
through last fight,” Jovee Cooley
gaid. “If it does, it will be like a tidal
wive through here.”

.ﬂpu pm:lpl.-l: ]:Ihl‘:h.‘.‘l:l.. Fort WEJ.'l'L-E
firefighters went door-to-door
through the neighborhoods, inform-
ing people about the evacuation and
oftering to shut off gas lines.

“We can't make anybody move,”
said Capt, Ed Keller, leading one of
the teams. “We don’t have the au-
lhﬁri{y o pul anvone outl of their
own house,” But on the narrow side
strects of Lakeside, Keller's team
did nof meet with resistance,

They had not vet come to Steve
Stetzel, constructing s makeshift
sidewnlk of wooden warehouse akids
over the mud in front of his apard-
ment af 10234 Lake Ave. “T've got
chest waders, | got & raft, and [ got a
life preserver,” Stetzel said, “T'm
gonna gtay, unless [ have to go,”

In & 10-Block area which formea

Hundreds of high school students went to the
Allen County Memorial Coliseum today Lo vol-
unteer their efforts in the hattle against the

g

Dick Limburg and Sally Pallsen, help move
Hari Towns, of 1505 E. Columbia Ave, H:rdgw

gort of a horseshoe around North
Side High School and Hefner Chev-
rolet, firefighters Phil Wyes and sct-
ing Lt Darby Mast went door to
door Tuesday night warming resi-
dents b evacuate,

Just a stone's throw awny from the
homes here, the 5t Joseph River
lapped at the top of its dikes.

“This is frightening, it really is,”
said Duke Bolenbaugh, 38, a part-
tirme bartender and tire salesman.
“We just replaced everything inour
bagement,” he said, “The thing I'm
concerned about is they're ing
alout o seven square mile area (to be
evacuated), That’s a lot of area for

oy

Phetes Carl HariopThe News-Zenkinel

fMlood. Classes were canceled in the Fort Wayne
Communlty School Corporation so that more
volunleers could help.

Lii

police to watch if you just walk out
and leave everything inside open.”
The streets here are lined with Cape
Cod and bungalow homes inter-
apersed with two-story homes.

BMost of the lights were on and
through the windows of many
homes, people could be seen talking
on telephones, probably making ar-
rangements to stay with relatives,

At the corner of Charlotte and
Eade avenues, a group of about 15
neighborhood residents gathered
ground the two firemen with ques-
tions. “Please leave your nddresses,”

gaid Mast, since they had been noti-

Phuoto: Johs EIil.I-I'TII Ht'l-ﬂ-ﬂlﬂllﬂ

after the Lakeside area was ordered evacu-
ated because of possible flooding threats.

fied of the evacuation., “How long
have we got " asked one woman, “If
the thing does bust, do vou think it
will get into my house? psked an-
ather man, peinting to his home

Stanton Mawrocki, of 514 Char-
lotte Ave,, said he probably woold
stay the night, but he would send his
wife and daughter to his mother-in-
law’s apartment. “1 guess, like every-
one else, vou don't want to lose your
hoasse — you've worked for it,"" said
Niawrocki, “If [ get through it, I
don't know if I'll want to stay,” he
pnid, “It's like an auto accident, |
gueas, You always think it's going to
happen to someone olze,"

From Stalf Reports

More than 4,000 Lakeside Park
aren residents evacuated tEIdEI}' and
conditions appear likely to worsen
there as city officials fear the Pem-
harton Boulevard dike will erumble
under the flood's pressure

Officials feared the Pemberton
dike would Hiv-& way |:|:,' this mf-
ternoon, which ecould wash away
gome of the homes in the immediate
Rrea

Ice floes jnmming the 5i. doseph

This slofy was withen by MNews-Sentinal
abalfer Dick lsennour, wih reporis from Bill
Flaiga, Bl Sooil. Pale Fulam, Joamy (Golf
Brign Smith. Bob Jorasan, ard Sharlia
Green

River in DeKalh and Allen counties
were also being walched by officiale
whn:n ien:rﬂd the ndded pressure

d threaten downstream .
I:rn a.nd. dikes.

F;} officials began the evacua-
tions Tusaday night in the Lakeside
nrea on the northesst side.

As the conditions worsened today,
officials msued an urgent plea for
mare volunteer aid, asking workers
to report to the Memorial Coliseum.

Fire Chief Anthony Myers said
flonds grester than those of 18913,
when the Maumes River reached 36
feet, could divide the city into six
sections, Essentinlly, the sections
would be isolated communities,

According to the plin to be used in
the event such an incident occurs,
command posts would be set up in
each of the sections. The command
posts would be in fire stations in-
cluding stations st Main and La-
favetts streets, Coliseum and Par-
nell boulevards, 2530 E. Pontiac 5.,
Taylor Street and Brooklyn Avenue,
GE00 8, Bluffton Hoad; and the fire
station on Heed Hoad.

Boundaries of the six sections
would most likely be:

Section 1 — an ares ]:u:lunl:lad. b
the Maumee and 5t Marys rivers
and the Trier Lntch.

SBection 2 — the sputhwest portion
of the city, bounded by the Fairfield
and Harber ditches and the 5t
Marys Hiver,

Section 3 — southwest, including
Qul.mecif ".-’Llla.ga The- Area 18
bounded by the 5t. Marys River,
McCulloch Ditch and the Robinson
Cresk.

Section 4 — northwest, includi
Hillegas Road, Illinoiz Road a
11.5. 24, and bounded by St. Marys,
and St. Joseph rivers, McCulloch
Ditch and Spy Bun Creek.

Section & — north, includin
Glenbrook Square. The St Josep

President
pitches in
for cameras

By KEVIN LEININGER
O The News:Seniinel

There he was, the most powerful
man in the world, standing ankle-
deep in Fort Wayne mud, his expen-
give navy blue suit protected from
the muck h].-' |:|||'|3,| it borrowed |Iu.i1' of
aize 11 galoshes.

President Reagan stopped briefly
in Fort Wayne Tuesday afternoon to
view firethand the record floods he
had seen that morming on national
television, Amid camerss clicking
and tape recorders rolling, Reagan
smilingly endured as he passed
sandbags in & line which did little to
improve Fort Wayne's flood situa-
tiom but prebably did a lot for the
President's nice-guy image.

“Take it easy until the press buses
roll up, then start passing the sand-

gs very slowly,” a Secret Service

Turn 10 REAGAN Fage BA

President Reagan met with volunteer workers

Photo Mike Hanley/The Mews-Sentkael

city to view firsthand Fort Wayne's flooding

stacking sand bags ai Herman Street and problems. The President even got into the act

Sherman boulevard Tuesday as he toured the

himself, tossing a couple sandbags on the pile.

Reagan’s
hasty visit
to see flood

By CHARLENE MIRES
031 Thie N -Sanlined

President Hesgan rides into town
on the gleek dignity of Air Force One
and with the eonfusion of hundreds
of people who preceds or follow him
everywhere.

Tuesday, the procession came Lo
Fort Wayne

Casting nside the normal tight e
curity and careful |1-|a'|".||1ing of prEﬂi
dentinl visits, Rengan arrived st
Beer Field late Tuesday afternoon
for o hastily planned, guickly exe-
cuted tour of the near-northwest
sector of the city

& h-wehicle motoreade whisked
Heagan from the airport north along
-89, mow an slond of conerete cut-
ting through wast, fooded farm-
lands Although Reagan’s visit was
ot announced until late Tuesday
aftermnin, by the time the sl

s WIS/ Page BA

Hiver and Spy Run Creek are main
houndaries

Section 8 — northeast, including
the 5t. Joseph Township suburhs.

The possikility seme students
might gel separated from their fami-
|il_'!H beenuae of the evacuation foreed
Fort Wayne Community Schools
and local parochial schools to cancel
clusses today

“Char major concern was that
should the city get divided (from the
fioods), we might not be able o get
our kids home tonight,” Supt. Bill
Anthis said. Anthis also noted the
mayor had asked for the use of all
FWUS buses to transport evicuees
and volunteers, which played o part
in closing schools.

If the rivers do not rise, there will
probably be school Thursday. I =it-
uations continwe a8 predicted. how-
ever, there will probably be no
achool, Anthis said.

L)ificiald are keeping close tabs on
the levels of the three rivers, partic-
ularly the Maumese River, which
winds through the neighborhoods
involved. If the river reaches &
record flood stage of above 26 feet,
which forecasters still prediet will
happen sometime Thursday morn-
ing, more flooding could oceur in the
Aarea.

MAffected by the evacuation are
bt &, 000 homes ina 20-block area
including Lawton Park, Lakeside
Park, Pémberton and the Morthsaide
neighborhoods. Mayor Winfield
Moses, at o 9 p.m. néws conference
':l‘ueudu;r.smd city firefighters would

door-to-door, telling reaidents to
E»e gune from their homes by noon

AL that time, sccording to the
plan, utilities would be shut off to
the residences.

Meanwhile, William DuBois,
spokesman for Gov, Robert Orr, said
Orr likely will azk President Reagan
to declare Allen County a federal
disaster area after he receives & re-
port from the federnl damage assess-
ment team later this week,

The mor's office has ordered
the Indiana State Police to help lo-
cal police patrol the area being evac
uated todeay, About 25 officers were
to begin patrolling an area bounded
by Clinton Street, Spy Run, Vance
and Mevada avenues, Parnell, Ran-
dallia and Berry streets,

The National Yeather Service at
Brer Field ssid the serious flood
warning for Fort Wayne is still in ef-
fect. At B wm., the Maomese River
wim messured at 26588 feet and ris-
ing.
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A suecessful politician can get
in the pullic's eve without brei
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