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The flooads that drove 3000 Fort Wayne residents
from their bomes over the weekend also brought

Burgeoning rivers
claim five lives

By JIMQUINN
£ Thie Mo Baniinel

At least five people have died in
Mooding that struck scattered areas
of northeast [Indiana, northwest
Ohis, and southern Michigan over
the weekend, forcing people from
their homes, closing roads, and dam-
BEiTE properiy.

In Decatur, Adams County Civil
Defense Director Joseph 5. Klarke
gaid T loenl residents volunteered
to help the cam munity battle the ris-
ing waters. “I've been here since
1964, and thn. i the worst l'I-:h:ldLni:
Tve ever seon,” Klarke said. *1 knew
it would be worse than the 1973
fMood by noon Saturday.”™

On Sunday Jerry Buteh, 8 hydro-
logist for the U5, Departement of the
Interior at Indianapolis, measured
the 5t. Marvs River depth from a
bridge that carried 11.5. 2T over the
gwollen, coffee-colored river. “'It
broke the record, all right,” Butch
said.

From the box where Butch made
hiz measurement the river rose to
2440 feet &t 1 nm. Sunday. The old
record was 24,22 feet — set Feb. 10,
1859, By Sunday afternoon Buich
found the river down to 2388 feet
and falling steadily. but that was
wtill 10 feet above the Aood level. Mo
one his seen that much water i the
%1, Marve since they started keeping

recdrds i 1932

Klerke said about L5 families in
Decatur were forced  [rom ther
himes by the Meods. Most of fhese
families were fom the Ogg Sreet
and Eazl Monroe '.‘i'ln'rt [T
places that have suffercd lwsding
before. Hul =ome of the families, he
gaid, were [pom Parkview [Dove, «
place that hes never experisnced
such severe Mooding befure

g T gl i m'ighl'_u'lr whir neser

had any witer in his hasemeni 'l.ll'lllli
Raturday," o Parkvigw Direve resi-
dent eaid, “He came home and
found his pood table floating and his
furnace fMooded out,”

Klarke said that on Saturdey his
volunteers mpidly depleted an 11-
ton sbore of sand, prompling him tao
make wn emergency purchase of an-
wther 32 tons, He estimated his vol-
imteers have pliveed 1,500 sandbags
w0 far and have another 1,500 in ee-
BETVE,

Chther Decotur wvoluntesrs  have
manned barricodes  warning  of
closed roads and distnibuted sump

imps to homeowners with flooded

BEMIENES,

Mo one in Decatur bothered to de-
clure an emergency because “it sort
of declared itself,” Klarke sad, He
spid his personal criterion for deter-
mining the difference between o mi-
nor flood and o real emergency is
when Moocdwaters creep over [15,
224 on the east side of town. That
happened Saturday, and the road
remaing closed today.

Auburn Fire Chief Bill Walters
said 35 people have evacuated their
homes since Saturday in the wake o
Cedar Creek's overfllow. Most ol
those people are living with friends
of relutives, Bl seven are houssd in
Lhe Loawm'a "r'.'l."lf'.ﬁ.. he sand

Walters sid his fire crew el .

group of wolonteers hove weerkoesd
around the clock sinee =Batarrday 1
pump waler cagt el [Booled] Lomiees
wnad erect spndtang bareeailes
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Walker rescoed his dog Sadie from his girlfiend's
house at 1154 W, Main St, after wading two hlocks in
pbout ncis of heroism — with people and pets. Hnﬁar chest-deep water. Walker and a friend wouldn'l

ot e

back Sunday for Sadie,

leave the girlfiend's house for fear of theft- T hr}- fi-
nally were pursuaded to leave, but Walker had to go

Phoro Mike Hamely The Mewa-Rentins]
Hescouers take flooded West Main Strect homeowners to dey land Sunday afterncon., The view
is from the West Main Streel bridge looking west.

More on the great flood

M The city's worst flooding in 69 years has left city residents powerless —in

more than one way. Page 4A

B Marine and National Guard units who were in Fort Wayne for a training

exercise this weekend offered the city aid. Page 4A

B And, without the aid of sump pumps and sandbags, the cily would be In
iwh warse shape today. Page SA

W At el one man found he nad nothing to carp about this weekend. Page
Sh

W ot of nther ren and women who were victims of the flooding are
T Y S NI T J LY [-"."Irf.“:. PEIQ'E 4E

I o L Hagne Innks ke a series of islands in a big mud puag-
' ' - Pange 58

Great Flood: It Isn’t Over

Showers
heading
toward

wet city

By CHARLENE MIRES

e T ™ ewes-Saniane|

(et ready for rain that could push
the city's choked rivers over record
levels.

Thundershowers heading to Fort
Wayne could dump another half-
inch of water onto the already
swamped city, according to the Ma-
tional Weather Service.

An average hall-ineh of rain
throughout the area could push river
levels up another foot, toward the
record levels sel in 1913,

Allen County already has been de-
clared o disnster area l:l_',-' {rove, Raher
Chrr, whio was scheduled o My 1o For
Wavne this afternoon to survey the
rjnmuw_' ,'l-1||.:,.'||r Winleld Muoses tis
day sent o telegram to President
Reagan asking that Fort Wavne b
declared n Federn] dispstier nren

The guarivr-millinn sondbsugs
p;led. here to hnld back 1he wnier al
ready show signs ol buckling in saeme
places, And families cenfipee B be
pvaruated frem leew-lving neighbor
hoods, where water has wa shi-] irnte
homes gnd some cors stend wined
ghield-deep

Muore than 1,000 pedple hatve lseen
evacuated from their homes. Some
have tnken refuge in evacuation cen-
tors, others in local hotels.

Storm sewer lines have awollen to
the point where manhole covers
throughout the city have popped.
spewing water out info the streefs,

The weather service has predicted
periods of rain tonight and Tuesday.
A weather service spokesman.said a
thunderstorm directly over Fort
Wayne could have serious impact on
the flooding.

Bridges, roads and schools werse
closed in scattered parts of the city
today. Police manned harricades
around floeded areas, re-routing
traffic through the morming rush
frour.

The most concentrated effort

Tum Io STOAMS! Fage 44

Anxiety,
fear typify
attitudes

of homeless

By KEVIN LEININGER
O T M-S |

Jim Valentine left his West Main
Street home Satu rdn:,' n'ip;hl: io h{llp
the city's sandbagging efforts. By
the time he got back home, his living
POOET Wik .'«:u'l:lmﬁrgrd

“There wasn't much else | could
dao, %01 just came down here around
1 a.m. today.” said Yalentine
“Here" s Trinity Episcopal Church
an West Hrrr_l,l Street — one of two
relocation sites established by the
Mational Hed Cross to assist persons
driven from their homes by the flood
af 1982,

Max Burnz 15 another of the 80
Mood relugees at Trinity, Late Sun-
day he sat alone st o table near the
church kitchen, engaged in a hall-
hearted game of solitaife. Mot sur-
prisingly, he was lozsing, It had been
thit kind of day,

“My wife and 1 came in about 2
n.m. Saturday, after our basement
started filling up with water,” said
Burns,

Stories like Valentine's and
Burns' were common among people
taking refuge ai the church — pen
ple among the 30 forced from
their homes by the flood of 1982,

Arross town at Precious Blosd
Catholic Chuech, amsther 67 refu.
gees were tasting the Hed Cross' hos.
|.'li.I:H|j'!:-.'. Buth Tl'in'.!_',-' and’ Precioas
Bloswd expect more homeless o [ile
i today, Precious Hlssd can accom-

maddate andsther 2 people: Trinity
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